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A NEW LOOK AT LATIN AM

How Bright the Future

interview With Dr. Preston James,
Professor of Geography, Syracuse University

CPYRGHT

When a trained geographer reports on Latin
America you get a new insight into the problems
of that vast and troubled expanse.

Why hasn't Latin America developed into a
modern duplicate of the United States?

Does it have the raw materials, the land fertil-
ity, other resources needed for greatness?

Q Professor Jumes, when vou look at Latin America as a
geographer, what i it that vou see there?

A AWhen a zeomapher talks of “Lahn America” hie refers
to that part of the Westenn flenusphere that lies south of the
United States, bepining with Mexico and inchuding the
Antilles—all of this ¢ part ot Latin America.

You cortaihy wouldet argae over the fac that a lot of
the people there e not Ladin Yon just aceept this as a
Fucl, There are lacge popalations fu this diverse arca. as you
know et dont ever speak o Latin language. In five
of the countries u ngoriey ob the people are Indinn, The
i i Pera and Bolivia and Fewador have muany wiays
of Nving thia desced dwecthy from the ancient  Andean
civilizution.

On the othes head o comntiv, Haiti, not only tatks
French, bt is Sewe vids Mincan tradition and mixed with
the Frend, cidtare Jamaio o Nearo but talks Fnwlish, Triu-
idad 1o Foutidy and ot bus e aniasdngg misture of Hindu and
Negra and slale peeple ol Baitish deseent

Q What s Cobal

A L Cube i mosil Spamish waths some mistare of In
dien aned Newio Tneocoontnos with w Taree propaortion of
the poprdation ot Tudonr eocestis mclude Mevico, Guane

b Foeadon, Boro s Bodivi

Nane b e ol coerie s sachea large proportion
of proph who are dive il descended trom Indians, racially

Q Aie there predominantly white countries down there?

A Arcenting wed Ui e 98 pereend white Furo-
peare and o also v Sonthern Bruzil--from Sao Paulo on
southward.

Q What about the north of Brazil?

A To the north-my heavens what a mixture of races! A
mixture of Negro, Indiau and white. And, don’t forget, when
you say “pure Portugnese,” youw've got to put quotes on it,
because these people were mixed up with many ingredients
before they left Portugal. Negro slavery was an institution
that was well known in Lisbon at the time of Prince Henry,
in the filteenth centary. :

What's wrong? The people? The wealher? The
system? Why do countries to the south continue to
stumble from one crisis to another?

Dr. Preston James, ptominent geographer and
specialist on Latin America, answers in this inter-
view with “U.S. News & World Report”’ staff
members in the magazine's conference room.

Q How large a part of the earth is Latin America?

A \Well, it makes up 15 per cent of the world’s inhabited
land area. That is. vou leave out Antarctica because we
assume nobody lives there, But taking the ivhabited Jands
of the workl ahont 15 per cent is in Latin America,

@ low does thut compare with the United States?

A Anglo America. inclnding the U, S, and Canada, is
Abont the same size. and in 1956 had the same population

@ How does it compare with Africa?

A Africa south of the Sahara is also about the swne size.

The point that you need to add to the figure lor Latin
Amcrica’s siee s thut it has only 7 per cent of the world's
people, so that there we large aveas that are literally empty.

Onr the other hand, there is no other major region it the
world which is growing more rapidly than Latin  America
i population. Between 1520 and 1950 population increasc:d
SO per cont, The rate of increase s something like 25 per
cent cach year,

Q 1s that faster than in other parts of the world?

A N oiher part of the world is inereasing al so fast a rate

Q Arve the ceonomies of Latin-American countries -
creasing as rapidhy ay Uie population?

A Tt is dangerous to generalize about this becanse some
not o a ahile, Brazil’s econonue growth was ahead of it
population merease. Now i has slipped back. The ceononues
of tany ol these countries are not keeping pace w ith popu-
Lation grow th. If von take the economy of Latin America as
whole, it is sot keeping paee with the populution grow th

Q Du they have the resourees, if developed, with which
to support a much greater populationt

A There's no question but that they have resources in
potentially great abundance. The resources, you remember,
are put to use by human technology.

Q Yes, but are resources of Latin America located where
they can be readily developed?

A That’s the point, The resonrces often are located in
the wrong places in Latin America, which simply means that

s more _costly to develop them.
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